
 

AMERICAN BATTLEFIELD TRUST TRAVELING TRUNK 

Lesson 3 - Handout #1 - Answer Key 

Instrument Identification 
 

Fife Drum 

Characteristics 
 

● Wooden 
 

● High Pitched Sound 
 

● Six Holes  
 

● Relatively Small (approx. 12” 
- 15”) 

 
● Loud Sound (can be heard 

on the march and in battle) 

Characteristics 
 

● Cylindrical in shape 
 

● Made of Wood 
 

● Ropes used to tune drum 
 

● Worn over the shoulder / 
along the side of the 
musician 

 
● Played with wooden sticks 

Uses 
 

● Music on the march 
 

● Play Commands on the 
Battlefield 

 
● Camp Tunes 

 
● Used for signaling orders 

within camp 
 

Uses 
 

● Marching Speed 
 

● Assembly of Troops 
 

● Set the speed for loading and 
firing weapons 

 
● Used for signaling orders 

within camp 
 

 

This answer key should be used as a guide as 

students may discover other characteristics and/or uses.  


